CONSIDERING A NEW ADDITION TO YOUR FAMILY ?

Owning a dog is an enormous responsibility. They depend on us for at the very minimum for food, water, exercise and shelter, but they deserve so much more. If you are considering taking a dog into your life, think long, hard and seriously about the commitment that dog ownership entails.

Remember your new dog may be stressed, worried and uncertain of you, your family and the new surroundings and environment. He/she MUST have time to adjust. By taking on a rescue dog, you will be taking on their past too, and this could be an unhappy one. They may need a lot of time.
Think hard about your circumstances BEFORE rehoming a dog - are your circumstances likely to change so that you are unable to keep the dog, remember this dog has already gone through at least one traumatic move and loss of home.

Some may have been uprooted from a loving family by some misfortune, and some will have been abused or neglected and need lots of patience and tender loving care, to overcome the trauma they have suffered in their lives.

The initial adjustment can sometimes be difficult as the dog may need to learn to trust again, or even for the first time. Separation anxiety, fear of noises, and attempts to run away may happen along with other things.  Dog ownership requires commitment and a responsible attitude, and should never be entered into lightly.  It is important to remember that you will have full responsibility for your dog’s proper care.  He will prove to be a loyal and entertaining companion only if you are prepared to give enough in return.  Rehoming a rescue dog can be incredibly rewarding, but it can also be hard work.
We get calls on a daily basis from people wanting us to take their dogs off their hands for various reasons.  We are very grateful that people do adopt rescue dogs and we will always do what we can to help our dogs stay in their new home.

Your dog is a lifetime commitment and it is unfair to take on him or her thinking you can exchange or return when your circumstances are not suitable.  We will always try to help you rehome your dog but please be aware we do not always have immediate kennel space to take it back into rescue.  We have put a lot of time and effort into your rehoming and we want this relationship to work.  The dog is the one that suffers the most if it needs to be rehomed from you.

We are not experts in dog behaviour and have only gone into rescue because we believe too many dogs have been abandoned by their owners and these dogs DESERVE a second chance - more often than not humans have caused the dog's problem in the first place!

It is a never-ending battle trying to help unwanted pets.  Sadly no one ever goes back to the breeder when they get a problem, and seem to think rescues are there to take the dog or to solve the problem for them.

One problem all dog rescues struggle with are adopters wanting to return dogs.  We understand this is going to happen from time to time, as we cannot know how a particular dog is going to act once it is in its new home.

When we take on a dog, we take a pledge to ensure their well being for the rest of their life whilst ever we are able to do so.  We are not behaviourists or dog trainers but do always try to help you find suitable local advice.  New owners need to ensure they find out the whereabouts of a local RECOMMENDED preferably an APDT registered dog trainer as they are absolutely necessary when problems are met. 

The donation we ask for is not refundable, this donation is to enable us to rescue more dogs and pay for any veterinary treatment required. please think about this seriously before you adopt a dog from Halfway Home Dog Rescue.
Please make sure you are prepared to give one of our dogs a chance and work through issues that might arise once the dog has settled in your home.

Also please really do consider that pets need their own space, so children or yourselves, should not disturb a dog when it is sleeping or eating.  Never leave a dog alone with a child. Supervise interaction to ensure children do not tease or overexcite a pet.

Dogs cannot switch on the television or read a book they can get bored too and might like a toy to play with or a nylon bone to chew.

Whatever dog you decide to get, or wherever you get him from, the most important thing to remember is that this relationship is for life, and hopefully your dog’s life will be a long one.  In taking on a dog you are taking on a long term commitment – make sure you’re ready for it.
